Alexander has helped steer the journal on its present course and has been extremely generous with his time, reviewing and rereviewing numerous manuscripts. He has a vision of how the journal can further evolve that he will share with readers over time, but he is committed to continuing with the journal's mission to publish high quality, timely, and innovative articles in the field of health services research. The journal is in excellent hands with Dr. Alexander as editor.
As long-time readers know, Medical Care Research and Review made a major change in editorial focus by adding empirical research and data/trends articles to the review articles that had served it so well under its previous incarnation, Medical Care Review. There has been enough time (6 years) and data (24 regular issues and 5 special supplements) to determine that this expansion has indeed been successful and beneficial to the field. I want to thank several people who made this job so much easier. Tom Rundall, the former editor of Medical Care Review, suggested me as the new editor and provided both his vision and support-which proved critical as I embarked upon this new endeavor. The editorial board, which currently has 41 members, has been terrific. They have steered the journal well through their direction and vision and through the countless hours they have spent reviewing articles. One measure of the journal's further success is that nearly all board members will be remaining under the new editor. Finally, all of the staff at Sage Publications, but especially my editor Dan Ruth and production editor Kim Koren, have been incredibly helpful and supportive. These individuals and several others have done much to ensure that the journal is both visible and readable. Not only is the journal in good hands with Jeff Alexander, but he is in good hands with the continued support of the editorial board and publisher.
Thomas Rice

